
A BMP Plan for Your State 

and Facility: A License to 

Continue to do Business 

GAP Environmental Seminar 

 

Chava McKeel,  

GCSAA Director, Government Affairs 

 







Golf Faces The Perfect Storm 

Gridlock 

Multi-page bills that contain 
language hurting golf  

e.g. – Hurricane Katrina and 
Economic Stimulus 

The “Fourth Branch of 
Government” - Federal 

agencies fill the void 

Last minute decisions on 
spending bills that could hurt 

golf 

e.g. – conservation easement 
proposal from the Obama 

Administration; H2-B 
language  

Left: 
 

Golf deserves to be 
penalized 



How do we combat this? 



Data is critical! 



BMPs are critical! 





Individual BMPs 

1. Structural or engineered feature such as a treatment wetland, 
detention pond or bio-swale 
 

2. Practice or procedure that reduces or prevents contamination 
such as preventing point or nonpoint source runoff that contains 
elements or compounds that can deteriorate water quality 
 

3. Cultural practice or an agronomic good practice such as 
aerification that is good for turfgrass health and, ultimately, helps 
conserve resources 
 

4. Cultural practice(s) that have been proven by research and tested 
through field implementation to give optimum turfgrass quality, 
input efficiency, and environmental protection 

 



The need for state level BMP programs 
and, ultimately, golf facility written 

BMP plans is greater than ever.  
 

BMPs are a platform for advocacy! 
 



It is critical the industry actively promote 

BMPs and utilize BMPs.  



State Laws to Restrict the Use of 

Fertilizers 

Minnesota Phosphorus Turf Fertilizer Restrictions 2004 

Maine Protection and Improvement of Waters 2007 

Wisconsin Turf Fertilizer Restrictions Law 2009 

Michigan Public Act 299 2010 

Illinois Lawn Care Products Application and Notice Act 2010 

New York Dishwasher Detergent and Nutrient Runoff Law 2010 

Florida Fertilizer Statutes 2010 

Maryland Fertilizer Use Act of 2011 2011 

Virginia Fertilizer Act 2011 

New Jersey Fertilizer Law 2011 

Vermont Turf Fertilizer Law 2011 

Washington State Clean Fertilizers, Healthier Lakes and Rivers Law 2011 



Florida – Case Study 

• Local ordinances chosen approach to address water quality 
issues. 

• Over 90 municipalities in Florida have a fertilizer ordinance in 
place, and 75 % of them have a strong ordinance that is more 
protective than the state model. 

• Golf BMPs manual recognized in state model fertilizer 
ordinance and most local ordinances. 

 



BMPs – The Future 

1. BMP programs help superintendents manage golf facilities in 
an efficient manner while providing quality playing surfaces 
and protecting the environment. 
 

2. Enables the golf course facility to operate and offer the 
industry a significant platform for advocacy, demonstration 
of professional land management, education, and 
recognition. 
 

3. GCSAA and EIFG are partnering with the USGA to develop 
and provide BMP resources and tools for golf facilities, golf 
associations or universities to promote and encourage 
implementation and adoption of BMPs and to document 
results and future progress.  
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